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July 29, 2014 
 
Mike Gonidakis, President 
Ohio Right to Life 
88 East Broad Street, Suite 620 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
 
Re: Cleveland Billboard Campaign 

 
To the Board, Staff and Members of Ohio Right to Life: 
 
New Voices Cleveland is outraged at your current billboard campaign targeting Black communities on 
the east side of Cleveland. These billboards are part of a troubling history of exploiting and controlling 
Black women’s bodies for political gain. These billboards and the associated fatherhood campaign are 
intended to shame Black women as a means to restrict access to abortion and comprehensive 
reproductive healthcare. We call upon the entire community of Cleveland to trust Black women for the 
decisions we make for ourselves and our families. 
 
Black women across this country are rising up for Reproductive Justice - a movement that affirms each 
of us in our Human Right to control our bodies, sexuality, gender, work and reproduction. We will no 
longer be silent about your racialized attacks - be they political or cultural. Your misguided tactics to 
divide the Black communities of Cleveland through your disingenuous concern for the abortion rate of 
Black women will not work. The recent poll, African-American Voices on Sexual Health, released in June 
2013 demonstrates that Black Americans across multiple generations trust Black women and support 
access to comprehensive sex education, view contraception as fundamental healthcare and a majority 
support access to abortion care. Black Americans overwhelmingly support safe and legal abortion – in 
fact, 80% of Black Americans believe abortion should remain legal regardless of their personal feelings. 
This vast majority holds true with those identifying as conservative (74%) and those identifying as 
religious (76%). 
 
There is something particularly ironic that these heinous billboards are placed in neighborhoods that 
have battled economic downturns, joblessness, violence, foreclosures and struggling schools. If women 
in these communities have access to the reproductive healthcare services they need, they are better 
equipped to raise their families, go to work and attend school to further their education.  
  
You do not have the lived experience to speak on our behalf given the historical legacy that Black 
women have experienced through centuries of racism, white supremacy, sexism, gender oppression, 
homophobia and transphobia. Trust Black women to speak for ourselves. We know what is best for us, 
our families and communities. No one can know all the personal and medical reasons behind every 
decision to have an abortion. Every person's case is different, very private and very personal. 
 
Ohio Right to Life, we know that your agenda is not in the best interest of Black women and our families. 
Your attempt to use Black women as political pawns in your ideological battle ends today. While you 



 

 

align yourself with politicians who continue to introduce health, education and economic legislation that 
significantly harms Black Ohioans throughout the state and especially in Cleveland, New Voices 
Cleveland will continue to work with Black women to advance Reproductive Justice for all. 
 
If you care about Black women and respect Black women, then you will trust Black women. 
 
We call upon you to discontinue your campaign and take down those billboards today! Instead, we 
invite you to enter into productive efforts to achieve the complete health and well-being of Black 
women, our families and our communities. 
 
Respectfully, 
 

The Members of New Voices Cleveland 


